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FIV Positive Cat Facts 
Cats who test positive for Feline Immunodeficiency Virus 

are often euthanized or are considered Unadoptable. 
In fact, cats who test positive for FIV usually live long, 
healthy lives and do not infect other household pets! 

 
FIV is mainly passed from cat to cat through deep bite 

wounds, the kind that usually occur outdoors during 
aggressive fights and territorial disputes. 

A cat CANNOT pass on FIV by living with other cats, sharing 
water bowls or cleaning each other. 

 
FIV cats do not become ill and die at an early age. 

FIV+ do not have a higher incidence of illness and live the 
same lifespan as non FIV+ cats. 

Multiple medical studies show that cats who test positive 
for FIV live just as long as FIV- negative cats.  

 
“FIV itself does not cause severe clinical signs and FIV 

Infected cats live many years without any health 
problems.”  - Hartman, Veterinary Immunology and 

Immunopathology, 2011. 
 

Please consider adopting an FIV+ cat! 
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Lancelot loves to play with his tail! 
Adopted about one year ago! 
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